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		Date:
	Friday, April 24, 2020

	To:
	MSA Members

	From:
	MSA Exec Committee 

	Subject:
	MSA Minute 




	Dear MSA member, 

HHS plans to open (albeit slowly and carefully) for some of the important patient care areas, since it appears that our communities have done well with social distancing measures and avoided the massive surge that could have happened.  For that we owe a large debt of gratitude to our communities. 
A message went out from HHS yesterday regarding universal masking, which starts today, April 24th.  
*IMPORTANT* For HHS physicians that are fee for service, below is a link of the latest communication from the Ministry of Health regarding funding, which will come as essentially an interest free loan against your future FFS future billings.                                                                                                                                  
                               http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/ohip/bulletins/4000/bul4754.pdf

For your interest, I have also attached a response from the OMA and their negotiations committee who are very unhappy with this as it seems to be less than what most other provinces have done for their physicians during the pandemic .


HHS Website and HUB -  Please note also, that on the HHS website and the HUB there is a link called resources for physicians, which houses mainly publications/informative websites etc. for easy access.
Election of OMA President-Election – Ending at 2 pm today  Below is a link from Dr. Rick Tytus, a Hamilton physician and MSA member who is running for OMA president-elect – the election period ends today at 2pm.  Please take a moment to vote!
  https://www.oma.org/member/section/your-association/president-elect?type=topics
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Should you have any questions or concerns please email msa@hhsc.ca

Dr. Catherine Ross, MSA President
Dr. Deepak Dath, MSA Vice-President
Dr. Tomas Van Helder, MSA Secretary/Treasurer
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ONTARIO MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

April 22, 2020

Christine Elliott

Deputy Premier and Minister of Health
Ministry of Health

777 Bay Street, 5" Floor, Toronto ON M7A 1N3

Dear Minister Elliott,

Thank you for your letter of April 22, 2020. We recognize that you and the government have
been consumed with many competing priorities dealing with COVID-19. We are all in this
together and it is our intention to ensure that community infrastructure remains intact. This is
really an issue of recognizing that health care infrastructure not owned by the province, but
supported by the publicly funded system, needs support to maintain its viability for Ontarians
to have access to health care. We fully expect that our health care system is and will remain for
the foreseeable future under significant strain as the result of COVID-19.

As we emphasized in our April 21 letter, the “advance payment” program announced by your
Ministry does not meet the urgent need to provide infrastructure funding to maintain patient
access. Without this support, many physicians will be unable to preserve critical health system
infrastructure, including keeping nurses and other clinical and support staff employed. This
infrastructure must be in place to enable physicians to provide essential care to Ontarians now,
during the pandemic, and equally important, as the province gradually emerges from it.

While we acknowledge that the government’s advanced payment scheme is intended to
provide immediate support, in reality, physicians will have to repay these same payments to
government just a few months from now, having experienced a crippling reduction in funding
as a result of the pandemic. Physicians should be spending their time caring for their patients,
not worrying about refinancing, or being left with unpredictable debt.
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Minister, we can only repeat what we wrote yesterday, and what physicians across Ontario
understand: what is urgently needed is for the government to step up and commit to investing
public funding in order to ensure that medical practices and clinics survive this pandemic.

Your letter refers to virtual service fee codes. The OMA acknowledges that, at the outset of the
pandemic, the government introduced some limited virtual codes, which we supported.
However, since that time the Ministry has inexplicably but steadfastly refused to expand the
ability of physicians to provide additional care to patients virtually. This includes physician care
for long term care residents, virtual palliative care, group psychotherapy, and patients with
complex medical conditions. Our proposals to address the current epicentre of the pandemic,
using a virtual first policy, has been refused.

Your letter also notes that the Ministry has finally paid physicians the longstanding retroactive
compensation owing to them under the Kaplan arbitration award. To be clear, this retroactive
compensation was ordered 14 months ago, in February 2019. Moreover, these retroactive
payments merely reflect the modest 0.75% and 1.25% per cent compensation increases
awarded to physicians for the services they provided in fiscal years 2017-18 and 2018-19. These
payments have absolutely nothing to do with the severe adverse financial impact physicians
currently face in preserving their capacity to maintain critical community diagnostic and clinic
infrastructure.

Finally, like you, we applaud nurses, personal support workers, first responders, restaurants,
manufacturers, and all Ontarians who have stepped up during this pandemic. Physicians have
also done so, and all we ask at this time is that the government commit to helping us find a
solution to maintain and protect our publicly funded health care system.

Sincerely,
P I
Dr. Tim Nicholas Dr. Sohail Gandhi
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